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Presentazioni  
 
 

Dopo più di quarant’anni dall’ultimo congresso dedicato alla preistoria ligure, la Riunione 
Scientifica dell’IIPP del novembre 1973, e più di dieci dalla tavola rotonda del XVI Congresso degli 
Antropologi Italiani del 2005, il 4-5 febbraio scorsi si è tornati a parlare di Paleolitico e di Mesolitico a 
Genova. 

La call-for-papers dell'evento genovese ha richiamato numerosi colleghi dall’Italia e dall’estero. Gli 
autori dei contributi sono oltre 200 e includono studiosi europei e d’oltreoceano, tutti coinvolti in 
progetti mirati allo studio di contesti archeologici italiani. Gli argomenti presentati spaziano dal 
Paleolitico inferiore alla fine del Mesolitico, trattando approcci diversi (tecnologia, analisi funzionali, 
archeozoologia, antropologia fisica, sperimentazione, ecc.) e rilevando l’imprescindibilità di uno studio 
interdisciplinare del nostro passato. Questo incontro ha inoltre evidenziato la vivacità delle ricerche 
sul Pleistocene e l’Olocene antico dei siti della Penisola, portate avanti grazie a progetti di diverse 
università italiane, in collaborazione con strutture di ricerca d’oltre confine e con la partecipazione di 
numerosi giovani ricercatori.  

Per l’organizzazione dell’evento, oltre al sostegno dell'Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria, è 
stato fondamentale il supporto economico e logistico del Dipartimento di Antichità, Filosofia, Storia 
(DAFIST) dell’Università di Genova, nelle persone del preside prof. Michele Marsonet, del direttore di 
dipartimento prof. Franco Montanari, dell’ex-direttore prof. Roberto Sinigaglia, dei tecnici 
amministrativi (Anna Rita Calò, Marco Castoldi, Anna Vacchini) e di alcuni studenti del Corso in 
Conservazione dei Beni Culturali (Giulia Berruto, Silvia Caffarone, Naomi Chiampan, Chiara Dodero, 
Matteo Gullotto, Martina Parise, Caterina Piu, Elisa Ulmert). L’iniziativa ha anche ottenuto il patrocinio 
dell'Associazione Italiana per lo Studio del Quaternario (AIQUA).  

 
Il Comitato Scientifico 

Fabio Negrino, Federica Fontana, Adriana Moroni, Julien Riel-Salvatore 
 
 

More than 40 years have passed since the last conference dedicated to the Prehistory of Liguria – the 
Riunione Scientifica of IIPP held in November 1973 -  and more than ten since the Round Table of the XVI 
Congresso degli Antropologi Italiani that took place in 2005. Finally,on the 4th and 5th of February 
2016,Genoa once again served as the seat of a meeting dedicated to the Palaeolithic and the Mesolithic. 

The call for papers of Genoa event was welcomed by numerous Italian and foreign colleagues. Over 
200 colleagues participated, including European and American scholars, all of them being involved in 
projects focused on Italian archaeological contexts. The topics discussed spanned from the Lower 
Palaeolithic to the end of the Mesolithic and dealt with different issues (technology, functional analyses, 
zooarchaeology, physical anthropology, experimentation, etc.), highlighting the necessity to embrace an 
inter-disciplinary approach to our past. This meeting also underscored the liveliness of research on the 
Pleistocene and early Holocene of the Italian peninsula as a result of ongoing projects undertaken by 
different Italian universities in collaboration with foreign research institutions and with the involvement 
of numerous young researchers.   

Organising this event was possible thanks to the support of the Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e 
Protostoria, the funding and logistical assistance of the Dipartimento di Antichità, Filosofia, Storia 
(DAFIST) of the University of Genoa, represented by its president Prof. Michele Marsonet, director Prof. 
Franco Montanari, former director Prof. Roberto Sinigaglia, by technical office personnel (Anna Rita Calò, 
Marco Castoldi, Anna Vacchini) and by some of the undergraduate students in the Heritage Management 
program (Giulia Berruto, Silvia Caffarone, Naomi Chiampan, Chiara Dodero, Matteo Gullotto, Martina 
Parise, Caterina Piu, Elisa Ulmert). The event was also sponsored by the Associazione Italiana per lo 
Studio del Quaternario (AIQUA).   
 

The Scientific committee 
Fabio Negrino, Federica Fontana, Adriana Moroni, Julien Riel-Salvatore 
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Una delle attività più importanti che l’Istituto svolge è l’organizzazione di momenti di incontro, di 

scambio di idee e di aggiornamento. Il Consiglio Direttivo ha perciò deciso di affiancare alle 
tradizionali Riunioni Scientifiche, che continueranno puntualmente il loro corso, una nuova serie di 
incontri più “agili”, centrati sull’attualità della ricerca e su tematiche più circoscritte, che costituiscano 
soprattutto occasione di confronto tra specialisti della materia e di coinvolgimento più largo dei soci. 

 Il progetto consiste nella realizzazione di riunioni brevi, ognuna dedicata a fasi cronologiche 
diverse, da tenersi in sedi dislocate. La formula adottata, che si esplica nell’ambito di uno/due giorni di 
incontri, non sarà seguita dall’edizione di volumi di atti nella forma esaustiva ma costituisce 
l’occasione per dare avvio a una nuova collana editoriale on-line denominata “Incontri Annuali di 
Preistoria e Protostoria” (IAPP) che ne ospiterà gli Abstract Books. Questo primo incontro, dedicato 
all’aggiornamento sull’attualità della ricerca per le fasi del Paleolitico e del Mesolitico, sarà seguito da 
altre riunioni su tematiche riferibili allo stesso periodo ma anche al Neolitico, al Eneolitico e all’età del 
Bronzo e del Ferro. 
 

Il Consiglio Direttivo 
dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria 

 
 

One of the main activities carried out by the IIPP is the organisation of meetings aimed at exchanging 
ideas and updating the state of the art on specific topics. The Executive Committee therefore recently 
decided to adda new series of meetings to the traditional Scientific Meetings of the Institute - which will 
continue to be organised yearly according to the same regular schedule. These less formal events are 
intended to focus on current research about specific themes that would represent an occasion for 
specialists to exchange about and for the IIPP membership in general to get better acquainted with.  

The project consists in the organisation of short conferences dedicated to different chronological 
periods to be held in diverse locations. The favoured structure comprises one/two days of presentations, 
followed by the publication of extended abstracts in a new online edited series named “Annual Meetings 
of Prehistory and Protohistory” (IAPP) instead of more traditional published proceedings. The first event 
presented in this issue updates the current research on the Palaeolithic and the Mesolithic and will be 
followed by other conferences dedicated to this period as well as to the Neolithic, the Copper Age and the 
Bronze and Iron age.  
 

The Executive Committe 
of the Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria 
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Podium Presentation - 4/02 h 18:00 
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PERESANI, JULIEN RIEL SALVATORE, DAVID STRAIT, CLAUDINE GRAVEL-MIGUEL, HENRY DE SANTIS, ELISA LEGER, 

SERGIO MARTINI, ELISABETTA PERRONI, ANTOINE LALIBERTÉ, GENEVIÈVE POTHIER BOUCHARD, ELISABETTA 
STARNINI, ANDREA ZERBONI 

 
On-going research and first data from Middle and Upper Palaeolithic sites of Liguria region 

 
 

Since 2014, several new field projects have 
focused their attention on the Middle and Upper 
Palaeolithic record of Liguria. After a ten-year 
hiatus, new excavations began in 2015 at Riparo 
Bombrini (Ventimiglia, Imperia) and, that same 
year, a field project focused on another site – Arma 
Veirana (Erli, Savona) (fig. 1) – that had previously 
only been known from material recovered from the 
backdirt of clandestine excavations. Along with 
these field projects, several new projects seeking to 
provide better data on old unpublished or poorly-
known collections were also initiated: these focus 
on material from sites including the Ex-Birreria 
and the Ex-Casinò localities at the Balzi Rossi 
(Ventimiglia, Imperia), Monte Albareo (Arma di 
Taggia, Imperia), Via San Francesco in Sanremo 

(Imperia), Musazzi (Ranzi, Pietra Ligure, Savona) 
and Arma delle Manie (Finale Ligure, Savona). 

While these different projects are still at their 
beginnings, several noteworthy data have already 
emerged. Beginning with the oldest assemblage, a 
small, flat quartzite biface has been identified in the 
lithic collection from Monte Albareo, located close 
to Grotta della Madonna dell’Arma, which was 
recovered during the excavation of a trench dug to 
install a pipeline (Lumley et alii 2008) (fig. 2). It is 
the only artifact of that type currently known from 
Liguria and it resembles those from Level UA 25 
from Grotte du Lazaret, which dates to ca. 160ky 
BP (Lumley 2004). The heavily laminar assemblage 
from Via San Francesco, in Sanremo, also 
potentially dates to an early phase of the  

 

 
Fig. 1 – 2015 excavation at Arma Veirana (Erli, Savona). 
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Mousterian (Isetti 1961; Negrino, Tozzi 2008; Riel-
Salvatore, Negrino 2009). U/Th-ESR data (Pirouelle 
2006) indicate it may date to Marine Isotope Stage 
6, which would contradict previous, typologically-
based assessments supporing that it represented a 
distinctive facies of the Late Mousterian. New 
Results from an OSL dating programme at the site 
will soon permit to more definitely settle this 
debate.   

As far as later phases of the Mousterian are 
concerned, several assemblages dating to between 
MIS 5 and 3 are currently being reanalyzed. Lithic 
assemblages from the base of the deposits from 
both the Ex-Birreria and the Ex-Casinò (unit A1-2) 
localities, above Tyrrhenian marine deposits, 
comprise tools made prevalently on local flint often 
produced using the centripetal Levallois method 
(Tozzi, Negrino 2008). Higher in the deposits of 
both sites, a clear techno-economic break is evident, 
as shown by the presence of larger Levallois flakes 
made on Sanremo quartzite. This marked techno-
economic reorganization appears to be associated 
with a climatic downturn (MIS 4?), as suggested by 
the presence of abundant cryoclastic debris in the 
sediment. In contrast, the Late Mousterian is 

documented in the upper levels from Arma delle 
Manie (Arobba et alii 1976; Peresani 2003) and in 
unit IV at Riparo Bombrini (Holt et alii in 
preparation; Tozzi, Negrino 2008). This industry is 
characterized by the presence of both Levallois and 
Discoid production strategies. At Riparo Bombrini, 
the abundance of marine mollusk shells including 
limpets and other gastropods indicates a sustained 
exploitation of these animals as a dietary resource 
by Neanderthals. The Mousterian assemblage from 
Musazzi remains undated at the moment; it is 
characterized by a high frequency of retouched 
implements (probably intentionally selected from 
the removeddeposit by the discoverers of the site), 
including several elongated convergent scrapers 
that are quite similar to awls.  

The earliest Upper Paleolithic record of the 
region has also been the focus of intense research, 
especially at Riparo Bombrini (Bertola et alii 2013; 
Holt et alii in preparation).  New  Protoaurignacian 
deposits have been identified at the site during the  
new field  project  that  began in 2015  and this new 
field research has already yielded interesting new 
data,  including   the  presence  in  this  context  of  a 

 

 
Fig. 2 – Quartzite biface from Monte Albareo (Arma di Taggia, Imperia). 
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small sidescraper made on yellow flint from 
Lessinean area, which would be the first evidence 
of contacts between Liguria and the Veneto Pre-
Alps during that period. As at Riparo Mochi, the 
transition between the Mousterian and 
Protoaurignacian at Riparo Bombrini is associated 
with a depositional hiatus, meaning that the exact 
nature of the first settlement of Liguria by Homo 
sapiens remains an open question. While the 
Protoaurignacian at Bombrini is directly associated 
with a modern human deciduous tooth (Benazzi et 
alii 2015), it appears at the Balzi Rossi as a fully 
developed cultural phenomenon embedded in an 
extremely large social geography that links the 
Rhône Valley to the Adriatic coast of the Italian 
peninsula. There is currently no evidence of either 
a “transition” or a migration to explain its origin, 
which means that even the scenario of a western 
origin remains to be tested (Douka et alii 2014).  

Lastly, Late Upper Paleolithic (Epigravettian) 
deposits have recently been identified during new 
excavations at Arma Veirana where, in spite of the 
presence of substantial Mousterian deposits in the 
deeper levels, there is currently no evidence of a 
Protoaurignacian or Aurignacian presence.  
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